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The Venturi Effect 

By Sage Webb 

 

Thoughts for Book-Club Pondering 

 

Did any of the characters strike you in a remarkable way? 
Did you feel you could identify with any of the characters? Did any of 
them repel you? How did you feel about Devlin, Xavier, the Brysons, and 
Lillian?  
 
What about the boat-oriented setting? 
Would you want to live on a boat? Have you ever felt burned out and 
wanted to disappear for a while? If you were going to disappear, where 
would you go?  
 
Did anything about the legal background draw your attention? 
Webb has made the legal details in The Venturi Effect fairly authentic: the 
charging and sentencing details, the discussion of rules and procedure. 
Were you surprised by the potential sentences? Or by the treatment of 
“snitches” and cooperating witnesses like Miles Bakker? 
 
Do you think personal relationships can affect criminal proceedings? 
The personal entanglements in the legal case, such as Xavier’s relationship 
with Monique, raise serious ethical issues with regard to the prosecution of 
the Brysons. But Webb took some license here to craft the story. In 
considering all the relationships, however, do you think Devlin should 
have agreed to represent Nils? Was that a mistake? What do you think 
about Xavier’s choices with regard to concealing his past with Monique?  
 
What do you think of Xavier Charles and his choices with regard to the 
prosecution as a whole?  
Did any of his choices surprise you? Did he seem sincere to you? Did he 
sometimes present a paradox? What do you think happened at the end 
between him and Monique? What do you think will happen with him and 
Lillian in the future?   
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What did you think of Viggo’s corporate fraud scheme?  
Schemes like this occur. What sort of impressions did this scheme make on 
you, if any?  
 
How would you classify this book?  
D. Donovan, a senior reviewer at the Midwest Book Review, describes The 
Venturi Effect as “a highly recommended pick for legal thriller, romance, 
and women’s fiction readers alike.” Do you think Webb blended genres 
here? How do you feel about blending stories of personal recovery, legal 
elements, family drama, and travel/sailing adventure? Did this blend work 
for you?  
 
What do you think of Webb’s approach to characters? 
In the “From the Author” section of the book’s Amazon page, Webb writes 
that she hopes “readers see shades of gray” in the book, that “[n]one of the 
characters represent ‘good’ or ‘bad’ actors, really; I hope they simply come 
across as people, with all that human fallibility.” Do you think she has 
succeeded here? What do you think of her approach in trying to create 
fallible humans as opposed to archetypes (such as the “strong woman”)?   
 
Do you think Webb has succeeded in creating complicated situations 
and true-to-life dilemmas? 
In that “From the Author” section, Webb also writes that she hopes “the 
situations and choices that arise in the book come across as complicated, 
without easy lines of black and white,” that she wants “the muddy, 
complicated, wait-that’s-not-fair aspect of life to come out.” Do you think 
she has succeeded in presenting complicated, believable circumstances? 
 
Does it matter?  
Are believable characters and circumstances important for you as a reader? 
Do you like/prefer archetypes? What role do archetypes play in literature? 
What about realism and shades of gray? Does the license Webb took in 
places drive home, through that exaggeration, certain points about criminal 
justice? 
 
What did you think about the book’s ending? Did it surprise you at all?  


